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TO 


THE HONOURABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND 


FATHER IN GOD 


' LORD BISHOP OF LITCHFIELD AND COVENTRY. 


My. E0Rp, 


Ih taking the liberty to inſcribe to your Lordſhip 
| the following Diſcourſe, 1 am influenced by no 
Motive, but that of requeſting—that amidſt the uni- 
verſal ſentiments of Veneration and Eſteem, with 
which the Clergy of the Dioceſe look up to your 
Lordſhip, you will not regard as the moſt backward 
in expreſſing the ſame, although, the moſt 
diſtant i in penn of ſituation, 


_ Your Lordſhip's moſt Dutiful 
And Devoted Humble Servant, 


Pod JOHN GARDINER, 
Taunton, ArRIL 27th. 179g. 1 
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SERMON, &. 


NEHEMIAH, IV. 14. 


AND 1 LOOKED, AND ROSE UP AND SAID UNTO THE NOBLES, 4” 5 
AND TO THE RULERS, AND TO THE REST OF THE PEOPLE, BE. .. = 
Nor YE AFRAID OF THEM; REMEMBER THE LORD, WHICH 18 _ -;_ 
GREAT- AND TERRIBLE, AND FIGHT. FOR YOUR BRETHREN, LIED 1 
YOUR SONS, AND YOUR DAUGHTERS, YOUR WIVES, AND YOUR | = 2" 
HOUSES. | | 


N exhortation like this, fo vehement and pathetic, could not 

but be dictated by ſome very urgent and extraordinary occafion. 
Accordingly we find, that Nehemiah, grieving at the thought of the 

Walls of the City of Feruſalem being broken down, and the Gates "OE 

being conſumed with Fire, was inſpired with the laudable deſign of 
rebuilding them, and thus reſtoring the honour of his Country. Suit- 

able meaſures being adopted, and a proper number of Attendants. 

FE OY he embarked with alacrity in the execution of his deſign. 
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_ But no ſooner was this known to the neighbouring People, * 
Were jealous of the riſing proſperity of the Jews, and which they 


foreſaw this enterpriſe would till tend to promote) than they reſolved 


on adding ſtratagem to force, to counteract it. Not daring to put 
the trial of their ſtrength to the iſſue of an open battle, their plan 
was to ſecrete themſelves, and ruſhing ſuddenly from a place of am- 
buſh, to ſurpriſe and put to death all thoſe engaged in the work. 
Nehemiah was in due time appriſed of their intended plot, and took 


every neceſlary precaution to guard againſt it. He made the moſt 


advantageous diſpoſition of his Followers, furniſhed them with a 
fufficient number and variety of arms, and collecting the Nobles, the 
Rulers and reſt of the People, with a noble diſdain for the perfidious 


views of the enemy, addreſſed them in theſe animating words; Be 


not ye afraid of them; remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, 


and fight for your A N Sons, and your Daughters, me 
Mives, and your — 


N Brethren, the ſituation in which Nehemiah was placed, ind his 


nt and ſentiments in conſequence of it, are too obvious in their 
. application, I am confident, to elcape your notice. Our old and 


inveterate Foes, (whom to combat openly has always afforded diſ- 
tin&ions highly honourable to the Britiſh Name), have fou ght to ac- 
compliſh by artifice and treachery what they deſpaired of effecting 
by other means. In order to conquer, they have tried to divide—In 
order to . and undermine us, they have endeavoured to blow 


up the flame of civil diſcord and contention. They have diſſeminated 
the moſt pernicious principles, and held forth the moſt alluring temp- 
. tations, with a view to corrupt and alienate the public Mind. Thanks 
be to God, however, ſuch efforts have been attended with the ſucceſs 


they. deſerved—the diſappointment and, confuſion of their Authors. 
The Wicked, dug a pit for olle but have fallen into the midſt of 


it 


1 


it themſelves—the ſnare is broken, and by the bleſſing of Providence, 
with well-timed exertions of our own, we are delivered. But though - 


the nefarious views of the enemy in this reſpe& have been fruſtrated, 


it does not appear that their animoſity is extinguiſhed. The ſeeds of 


an ancient and deep-rooted Rivalſhip are ſtill ſtrong enough to ſend 
forth fruit. From the manceuvres of ſecret Conſpiracy they have pro- 
ceeded to acts of open Hoſtility, and we are now aſſembled by ſupreme 
Command, to humble ourſelves in the preſence of Almighty God, 
and implore his protection on thoſe arms which we are compelled to 
take up in our defence—in defence of our rights, privileges and 
every thing we hold dear, Thus circumſtanced, ſhall we not at the 


approach of danger, adopt proper precautions, and aſſume a ſpirit of 


firmneſs and intrepidity, like that of Nehemiah 2 Shall not every 
good Citizen, however limited in ability or obſcure in ſituation, exert 
himſelf to the utmoſt in repelling fo unprovoked an attack? In par- 
ticular, ſhall not the Eceleſiaſtical co-operating with the Civil Efta- 
bliſhment, contribute its aid, however feeble it may be, to the gene- 


ral good? Shall not Miniſters of the Goſpel endeavour to point out 


to their Hearers their true intereſts, and exhort them to perſevere 


with unanimity and vigour in a Conteſt, on the iſſue of which the 


. ſalvation of theſe intereſts muſt Ne . 45 


The Bruns wha habe 3 che Solemmiry of this Day are as 


mtereſhng and important m their nature, as they are various and ex- 


traordinary in their degree. Whether we confine our views to our 


ovn Country, or direct them to the miſerable and diſtracted ſtate of 


a neighbouring Kingdom, we ſhalt find ample ſubjects an e | 


lation, our inſtruction, and our compaſſion. ' The Philoſopher, the 


— 
* 


Politician and Philanthropiſt have an extenſive ſcope for the 


y 2 mis and the exerciſe of thei talems. 
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43 
I. Did the limits of a Diſcourſe permit me to go through the differ- 


ent ſtages of the Hiſtory of this Nation to point out the progreſſive 
| Reps of our Liberty, and the immenſe expenſe of treaſure and blood 


with which it has been purchaſed—we ſhould admire, and with grati- 


tude, the goodly Edifice, raiſed to ſuch an unparalleled degree of 


ſtrength and eminence, which protects us—We ſhould awaken to a 
lively ſenſe of thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, which, by inheriting from 
our birth, and by growing familiar to us from habit, we now, perhaps, 
hardly ever beſtow a thou ght wm unleſs rouſed "uy ſome . emer- 
gency. | 


| Then was a ed My 8 1 our r like he 


| uncivilized Tribes, groaned under the yoke of Deſpotiſm. Slavery 


and Superſtition pervaded the whole of Society. It was not till after 
repeated ſtruggles; after ignominious defeats and triumphant victories 


the People ſometimes treſpaſſing on the power of the Prince, the 
Prince trampling on the rights of the People—it was not, I ſay, till 


alter Cataſtrophes the moſt melancholy and alarming, that the latter 


"Snap the aſcendancy, and eſtabliſhed the ſecurity of Civil and Reli- 


gious Freedom. 


The Conceſſions obtained from a puſillanimous Sovereign, compre- 


| hended under the emphatick Title of Magna Charta, were undoubt- 
edly highly to be valued—but ſtill they were inſufficient and incomplete. 
This celebrated Deed, called the Bulwark of Engliſh Liberty, confer- 


red, it is true, new privileges and immunities on certain Individuals ; 
the Barons, the Clergy and principal Merchants—that is, on thoſe 


' who before participated in the regal power; but the great Bulk of 
Mankind, the inferior Orders of Society, were ſtill in a ſtate of vaſſal- 
lage, ſubject to various grievances, and could claim but little or no 
protection from the Law. It was not till towards the cloſe of the laſt 
Century, at the glorious Revolution, that ſtipulations were made, and 


I, 


(#4; 
a form of Government was defined, which had for its object the 
liberty and independence of the whole Body of the People. Enabled 
to chuſe their own Prince, they wiſely preſcribed their own terms. 
They had their rights properly inveſtigated and aſcertained, their 
privileges fully eſtabliſhed. At this grand Epoch, a Work, the fruit 
of wiſdom and maturing age, received its completion. The various 
| powers of the complicated Machine were duly balanced, ſo as to give 
energy and ſtability to the Whole. The King, Lords and Commons 
have ever fince kept a watchful and jealous eye over the encroach- 
ments of each other—and have mutually co-operated towards the 
liberty and ſafety of the Subjedt, nen | 
ment of the State. | 


It is this Syſtem of mixed Government, My was 3 
to this highly favoured Ifle, that diſpenſes the moſt ſolid advantages 
around us—to enter into a ſhort detail of which may not, I hope, 
at this criſis, be an unpleafant or unprofitable taſk. Our Perſons, 
free from moleſtation and controul, are fubjef to no grievance nor 
opprefſion, can receive no injury nor inſult, but for which the Law 
provides redreſs. No forcible detention or impriſonment of them 
can be authoriſed, but what the benefit of Society demands to ſatisfy 
the juſt claims of honeſt Creditors. No violent death, exile, nor cor- 

poral puniſhment can be inflicted but what is ſanctioned by the 
deciſion of our Equals—and that, after the moſt clear and poſitive 
evidence, delivered in the face of the whole World, and proving _ 
that from a violation of the Laws of our Country, we have forfeited 
all claim to their protection. Further, No boundaries are aſſigned 

to thoſe talents and endowments of the Mind which Nature has 

given us, but what. Nature herſelf has ſet. The Road to Dignities 
and Preferments is alike open to all. Ambition is never checked in 


its Career—and every day we fee Perſons of ignoble origin, by the 


ſplendour of ;their genius and eminence of their virtues, occupy” the 
"moſt hs and moſt mine Offices of State. n 


* 
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| «Oi 8 of every wn whether belonging to the Mean- 
eſt or moſt Opulent, is equally guarded againſt the luſt of Ambition, 
the rapacity of Avarice, and the artifices of Fraud. The Poor Man's 
Cottage is as much to him a Caſtle of defence as the Nobleman's 
Palace. He has, it is true, no fortification or intrenchment—but his 
ſecurity conſiſts in a knowledge of the general Will—he knows that 
every Neighbour is pledgedto be his Guard; whole intereſt it becomes 
to watch the {lighteſt approach of danger, and fly to his protection. 
Nothing can be taken from us by force or furpriſe—no ſudden or 
arbitrary Levies can be raiſed—even the neceſſary Supplies and Exi- 
gencies of the State are not demanded, but given—and given in ſuch 


proportion and for ſuch purpoſes only, as We by « our r 
hall appoint. 


Further, our Sentiments and Opinions may. be circulated freely, 
and without diſguiſe—ſo that the faculties of the Soul may be ſaid to 
be as exempt from Slavery as thoſe of the Body. Political and The- 
ological Diſquiſitions are allowed in all their variety—No reſtraint is 
put on them, but what the ſafety and very exiſtence of the State demand. 

It is the licentiouſneſs, and not the liberty of the Preſs that is forbid- 
den—and in caſe of any doubt ariſing where to decide between the 
two, the former is rather given way to than that the latter ſhould be 
infringed on. Indulged in the free exerciſe of our Religion, we may 

appropriate what places and adopt what forms we think proper for 

the worſhip of the Deity. We may uſe every Argument we pleaſe, 
| to propagate and encourage our favourite Syſtems, The moſt per- 
nicious HereſiesDoctrines the moſt inimical to the eſtabliſhed 


2 Church, may without hindrance be diffuſed—even the Bulwarks of 


Chriſtianity may be attacked, Converts made againſt it—and to all 
this no force can be oppoſed, but that of argument—the Civil Power 


has no ri ight to interfere! —its province is confined ſolely to check 


the 
A few old 3 infliding Penalties on thoſe who write againſt the Trinity, confeſſedly 
obſolete, and never known to be enforced in the memory of any Man living, will * 
be po as an As to this general poſition, 
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the efforts of Sedition and Treaſon—that is, to counteraR thoſe means 
which are employed to deprive us of all the Advantages before enu- 


merated. If it be objected that certain Teſts are required in Matters 
of Faith which operate as Reſtrictions on a part of the Community 
I anſwer, that theſe Reſtrictions (like all our other Laws) are ſalutary 
ſuch as expedience juſtifies, to guard againſt the univerſal prevalence 


of Libertiniſm and Infidelity. If Religion had not the ſanction and 
ſupport of the Civil Magiſtrate, or if no Proviſion was made by Law 


for its Miniſters—is it not to be feared that ſoon all Religion would 


be entirely baniſhed the Earth; or that its Miniſters would be degrad- | 


cd among the moſt ſervile and moſt ignorant part of Mankind ?— 


Nay, what I ſtate merely as an apprehenſion, does not the recent 
Example of France but too * prove to be an n almoſt abſolute 
N y 


Thus, My Brethren, I "RY 5 to give you a 2 art- 
leſs, but I allow, ſuperficial account of what we call our Civil and 


Religious Freedom. If we have no Conſtitution (as a wild and ex- 
centric Theoriſt has had the audacity to aſſert hut is it worth while 
to diſpute about abſtract Terms, or contend merely for a Name ?)— 


If, I ſay, we have no Conſtitution the moſt Ignorant among us muſt 


know, and the moſt Obdurate muſt feel—that we enjoy Bleſlings, 
| ſuch as no other Government ever yet conferred on Mankind. We 


may well apply to Ourſelves this exclamation of the Jewiſh Legillator, 


nat Nation is there ſo great, that hath Statutes and Judgments [o 


righteous ? This Government derives not its ſuperiority from ſpecu- 


lative Reaſonings, or plauſible Aſſertions —it is grounded on the bakis 


of Experience—its advantages are demonſtrated by their effefts— - 


effects which come home to every Man's own boſom. O, then, Shall 


we not, pray for the peace and endeavour to promote the proſperity _ 
of this our Feruſalem ? Shall we not eſteem the Bleſſings it conters | 
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on eee Shall we not en- 
grave them indelibly on our Minds, and lift up our Hearts with gra- 
titude to the Diſpenſer of them ? But to diſcover theſe Bleſſings ſtill 
more ſenſibly, let us tranſport ourſelves to a neighbouring Kingdom, 
and view the effects of another Syſtem, which ſome have been raſh 
ee argen e. enough 20 recommend in preference to our own. 


II. From the Hiſtory of both 3 we learn, that in the early 


periods of Society, the Governments of England and France were 


nearly ſimilar. Indeed the Feudal Syſtem, a Syſtem of tyranny and 
oppreſlion, at one time univerſally prevailed throughout Europe. 


But when Mankind began to emerge from the boſom of ignorance . 


and darkneſs in which they were enveloped, and to have a faint 
glimmering of their juſt Rights and Intereſts, it was not ſurpriſing 


that a ſenſe of their deſtination and power ſhould impel them to 


revolt and throw off the yoke under which they had ſo long groaned. 


| When dhe Storms raiſed by theſe efforts of emancipation had ſubſided, 


a progreſs in civilization took Place ; and different forms of Govern- 
ment were adopted, juft as various contingencies, local or inci- 
dental, might occaſion. Whether from the good fortune of our In- 


ſular Situation or from a natural obſtinacy and manly ſpirit of reſiſt. 


ance derived from the influence of Climate —or from the frequent 


interruption of the ſucceſſion in the Monarchical Line, which tended 


to leſſen the veneration of the People for the power of Kings—Whe- 


ther from any one of theſe Cauſes, from all of them combined, or 


other adventitious ones, which it is not my province here to inveſti- 
gate—the fact, however, is certain, that our approaches to liberty 


were more rapid, more vigourous and ſteady than thoſe of the French 


Nation. Like us, it is true, they ſhook off the chains of Feudal Ty- 


.ranny, but the power wreſted from the Nobles was transferred to the 
King; fo that Deſpotiſm with them had only changed Mafters. The 
| Prerogative of the Crown extended, did not gd to the Privileges of 


the 
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the People. And though they mult have kabel wah an evo tmnts 
the fituation of us more fortunate Iflanders, no attempts were made 


to emulate us in this reſpe& and emancipate themſelves from the 
Yoke of Oppreſſion, at leaſt, for a long ſeries of Years they f 


W to the decrees of Monarchs ſubject but to little cont 00 


A few years ſince, however, we were Witneſſes of a change highly 
advantageous to them, and which brought them nearer our admirable 
Syſtem. The Seaſon for a Revolution was arrived, and it was effect- 
ed by means ſo extraordinary, and in a manner ſo unprecedented, as. 
to aſtoniſh the whole World. On the firſt report of ſuch a change, 
it was treated as a kind of Chimera more calculated to amuſe, than 
to obtain belief but when found to be real, the voice of univerſal _ 
Sympathy was raiſed—Congratulations were preparing to be poured 
forth from all Quarters on ſo intereſting, ſo glorious an Event. Some, 
it is true, more penetrating and ſagacious, withied to check this ardour 
of felicitating enthuſiaſm. © Before we rejoice”, faid they, © with a 
People for having obtained their liberty, that is, a power of doing 
what they pleaſe, let us wait a moment, lee how they will exerciſe this 
liberty, or what they will be pleaſed to do and the ſalutarineſs of this 

counſel has been but too well juſtified by the event. The tranſport- 
ing exclamation of others however, was, O Enviable, O Wile and 
fortunate People—to effect that without bloodſhed or confuſion, in 
ſo eaſy and expeditious a manner which coſt this Country the Jols of 
ſo many Lives, and labour of ſo many Years ! Ts, 


- But, alas l, how 182 was the flattering llufion' to 1 17 th 
| _ was the lofty voice of Exultation and Joy to be 3 for 


the low murmurs of Mortification and Regret ? The placid Stream 
which by gentle ſwells might have diffufed fertility and chearfulnels 
on the adjacent ſoil, and afforded a proſpett highly gratifying to the 
eye—became a rapid Torrent, whoſe tremendous Inundations bore 
Z e 
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3 | down every thing before them, and exhibited a FF * | 
diſguſting—a Scene of miſery, devaſtation and ruin. No ſooner had 
Heaven conferred on this People her moſt precious Boon, than they 
converted it into abuſe againſt its Author. Conſidering the progreſs 
they had made, they might at leaſt have pauſed awhile—they might 
have contemplated with gravity and awe the momentous work in 
which they were engaged—but they ruſhed on madly and precipitate- 
ly-; they bounded wantonly over all barriers in purſuit of a Phantom, 

which continued to elude their graſp. Inſtead of confining themſelves 
to a prudent limitation or juſt regulation of the powers of the 
Monarch, they aboliſhed Monarchy altogether. Inſtead of maturely 
examining into, and removing the defects of the ancient Structure, 
they inconſiderately pulled it at once to the ground—and attempted 
to raiſe another of ſuch heterogeneous materials, that it would not 
form a ſolid and compact Maſs ; it tottered at the foundation, and 

' threatened its Projectors with ruin. Under a pretence of acquiring 

_— new lights, and making new diſcoveries in the Moral World, they 

3 ſet at nought all the labours and reſearches of Antiquity. The ſettled 

Principles on which Civil Society had hitherto exiſted, in their rage 

for novelty they overturned. In eſtabliſhing the Rights, they forgot 

the Diſpoſitions of Man. Was. Man naturally inclined to do what he 
ought, undoubtedly too great freedom of Action could not be allow- 
ed—but ſince the contrary is the caſe, ſince it has been found that 

Men left to their own Wills are prone to error and miſchief, it has 

been admitted, that the only Parent of genuine Liberty, is rational 


Reſtraint - and that to ſecure the undiſturbed Poa of ſome 
| Rights, a ſurrender of others muſt be made. 


: Theſe Maxims, however, though dictated by Wiſdom, and ſancti- 
oned by Experience, had no weight with our modern French Philo- 
ſophers and Reformers. They oppoſed to them Principles that 
ſtruck at the very root of all order and harmony in Society. Ye 
3 Ss © e 
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held a kind of prepoſterous and almoſt unintelligible jargon about 
the Rights of Man, and Liberty and Equality ; Words implying (as 
far as could be learnt from the new ideas they affixed to them) that 
all Power was to reſt in the hands of the People—fo that all were am- 
bitious of governing, and none would ſubmit to be governed. If De- 1 
legates were appointed to propoſe and execute meaſures for the good L 4 
of the whole, theſe Delegates were ſo overawed by the menaces of 
Faction, that the Populace in fact made Laws for themſelves, and of 
courſe changed or violated them as caprice or intereſt prompted. | L 
The Conſequences of ſuch a Syſtem are too obvious to need much  _ BE 
illuſtration. What became of Inviolability of Perſon, of Security of 5 
Property, and of Freedom of Opinion? Where there was no Law 
to inflict Puniſhment on Offenders—how could the Weak be protect- 
ed againſt the attacks and encroachments of the Strong? When all 
rules of ſubordination, of obedience and reſpect were aboliſhed— 
| where was the ſource of Perſonal Safety ? The terrified Citizen, far 
from regarding his Houſe as his Fortreſs, found it ſubjett tothe incur- 
ſions of a Sanguinary Mob. Inſteadof deriving confidence and fupport 
from his Neighbour, he ſaw. Jealouſy, Treachery and Suſpicion: lurk 
in every Eye. Trembling for his Perſon, ſeeing no "Tribunals to 
which he could reſort, he muſt ſubmit quietly and without redreſs 
to any inſults or injuries that might be offered him. Called to per- 
form, perhaps, the moſt unjuſt and ungrateful Offices, his — * 
might depend on the alacrity of his obedience. | 


And then, his Property, however laboriouſly or honeſtly obtained, ; W b 
could be no more regarded as his own—for how place ſtability or . 
confidence in that, which lay at the mercy not of an ablolute Monarch, 
but a body of Tyrants, whoſe very exiſtence depended on redueing 

all ranks to a level with themſelves? Without this levelling Syſtem, 
there could be no liberty and equality Man had not his juſt raghts— 

With it, all incitement to Induſtry was gone. The fruits of Diligence 
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and CEconomy could never be ſuffered to accumulate, The Indo- 
lent and Diſſipated muſt have their ſhare to preſerve a juſt balance 
for Riches would create power and influence, and power and influ- 
ence are always fatal to Rupublican Rulers—their ſtrength and ſafety 
hes in the ewes and mability of others to deteft and depoſe them. 


And, if ſuch was the influence of tyranny in regard to the Perſons 
and Property of Mankind, how could it be expected, but that the 
Preſs—that great Engine of Civil Liberty muſt be reſtricted and proſ- 
tituted to the vileſt and moſt infamous purpole, that of ſupporting the 
views and intrigues of the reigning Faction? In ſhort, all the difor- 
ders and abuſes that ever prevailed in the moſt Deſpotic Countries 


were introduced into France by this new Chi merical government. 


this ing, this illuminating Syſtem. 


Such were its effects in regard to the pack of frdividuals.” If 


we conlider how it operated and diſtinguiſhed them as a Nation or 
Body Politic, we ſhall find them inſtigated by the moſt unjuſtifiable 
Motives to perpetrate the moſt diabolical Actions. Under a pretence 


of Self-ſecurity, we find their Armies overruning the territories of 
others, ſpreading carnage and deſolation in their march; committing 
the groſſeſt acts of oppreſſion on the Inhabitants, ſubjugating them 
without mercy, infringing on their rights, plundering them of their 
ſtores and to add inſult to injury, telling them that all this was the 


effect of kindneſs and brotherly love—that they came to impoſe on 
them the Bonds of Fraternity, the acceptance of which or Death was 


"the delightful Alternative—In other words, they had the diſtinguiſh- 


ed privilege, of NE on them the Yoke of er or F by 
the Sword. | 


At "OY we find Outra ges of a till e die; Enormities Nil 
more 6 Mulutudes of N and virtuous on FR; after 


ſeeing 


L 13 ] | 
ſeeing their property y c were proſcribed, driven from their. 
Country, expoſed to all the dangers and diſtreſſes of a ſtate of exile— 
and that for no one tranſgreſſion or offence, but becauſe that more 
conſcientious than their Oppreſſors, they would not openly renounce 
the ſear of God and honour of their King. Thouſands of others, who 
had not the good fortune to eſcape with the ſacrifice of their all, after 
enduring the horrors of impriſonment and the agonizing proſpe& of 
their impending fate, fell under the indiſcriminating hand of the hired 
Aſſaſſin. Neither Sex nor Condition, neither Beauty nor Grey Hairs, 
neither Virtue nor Accompliſhments could arreſt the vindictive blow 
All, whoſe only crimes were their ne. were e in one 

promiſcuous carnage. | 


At length, like thoſe Beaſts of prey who delight to riot in a! 5 
aſter the calls of appetite are ſatisfied, they fill up the meaſure of their 
iniguity, by an act which the tongue hardly knows how to exprels, 

or the pen to record—an act, which in this Country filled every eye 


with a tear of pity, and made every heart glow with indignation—an 


act, in ſhort, at which Human Nature ſeemed to ſtand aghaſt as at 
| ſomething unheard of, unparalleled 1 in the Annals of Mankind—for 


vain is it to compare it with that which diſgraces the Page of our 5 


Atta, and at the recollection of which « every true Patriot heaves a 
In point of Inhumanity and Injuftice, the one diſappears before 
the hs differences between them are ſtriking indeed. In the 
caſe of our Charles, direct violations of the People's rights were proved 
to have been committed, wilful Acts of uſurpation were attempted to 
be juſtified ; Regular Armies ſtruggling on the one hand for Liberty 
and on the other for Prerogative, were drawn into the field—long 
and obſtinate Battles were fought, and the blood of Friends and 
Relations ſlain, ſtimulated an infatuated People to fury and revenge. 
But in executing this revenge, though they exceeded the limits, they  - 
| adhered to the forms of CS The N of a fair and impartial 
. = we * 
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Trial was meant to be obſerved. A Tribunal was lle for the 
purpole—and had not the ſternneſs and inflexibility of the Monarch 
prevented him from degrading his Royal Dignity—had he ſo far con- 


deſcended as to have acknowledged the Tribunal, and have anſwered 


the accuſations laid to his charge No one can poſitively aſſert, (what- | 


ever he may preſume) but that an acquittal might have followed, or 


at leaſt his Life have been ſpared. But in deſpiſing the authority, 


he exaſperated the rage of his Judges, chuſing rather to ſuffer as a 
Man than give up his rights as a King. 


ot the — Perſonage l end we ſo lately deplored, it 


may be truly ſaid that he was led like a Lamb to the ſlaughter. In 


no frame merely human was there ever found, perhaps, leſs guile. 


The very errors imputed to him, (for what Mortal is exempt from 


them 902 are of an amiable and conciliating caſt. He is condemned 


for too much facility of diſpoſition, for too great a proneneſs to yield 


to ſolicitation and acquieſce in, advice. But, in one of fo exalted a 


degree, (it has been admitted on all hands) that never were the charact- 
eriſtick virtues of Charity and Humility more eminently conſpicuous. 


No Akts of tyranny or oppreſſion, no wanton exerciſe of the Pre- 
rogative delivered to him from his Anceſtors, no open attempts nor 
ſecret machinations to extend its influence, were ever laid to his 
charge. No groans of innocently ſuffering Subjects ever aſſailed his 
ears. When the ſeeds of Diſcord were ſown among his People— 
when the voice of Murmur and Diſcontent was heard, and ſigns of 

Inſurreftion began to appear—what method did he take to appeaſe 


them? Did he make uſe of arms inſtead of argument? did he reſort 
to force inſtead of perſuaſion? did he ſilence the cries of his People by 


taking away their lives ?—Alas, how contrary his diipoſition ? how 
different his language p My People”, ſays he, you are diſſatisfied— 
What is it you wan more GE ? Come then, e F my * 
1 


Can. 
T freely give it you, —all I aſk in return is more of your Love f. Inſtead 


of love O baſe and deteſtable Ingratitude ! O curſed and inveterate 


Hatred !—If an enemy had done him the diſhonour he might have borne 
ꝛt but they were the Children of his boſom, whom, he had cheriſhed and 
brought up !—Theſe were the very Perſons who hurl him with fury 
from his Throne, conſign him to all the horrors of a wretched Cap- 
tivity, make him a Spectator of the agonies and diſtreſſes of a beloved 
Family—and not content with this, when deſtitute and forlorn, with- 
out Power, without a Friend, as unable as unwilling to do any one 
an injury—in violation of all order and juſtice—in contempt of the 
lamentations and entreaties of the moſt endearin 5 Ties, they drag 


him inhumanly to the Block. 


But here, My Brethren, let us cold Scene preſents itſelf which 
makes us look up with adoration to the Diſpenſations of Providence 


Whoſo truſteth in the Lord, ſhall be ſtrong in the power of his mught— * 


And never was there a more illuſtrious inſtance afforded of the 
truth of this decree. The Enemies of Louis may cover him with 
ignominy on a Throne, but they cannot prevent his appearing with 
dignity on a Scaffold. Their hatred and perſecution ſerve but to 
illuſtrate is magnanimity and glory. Unappalled at fight of the 
inſtrument of his death, regarding it as the paſſage from a temporal 
to an eternal Kingdom, with what heroic ſentiments did not the effi- 
cacy of his faith and the confciouſneſs of his virtues inſpire him p 
how nobly did he ſurmount the dread of diſſolution? loaded with 
inſults, denied the laſt privilege allowed the meaneſt Malefactor, 

that of taking leave of the ſurrounding Crowd—in the midſt of confu- 


__ WE and noiſe, He, yo PHRASE he 2 25 calm and collect. | 
| ed 


+ Theſe are the Words he i is ſaid to have addreſſed the States 8 aſſembled by his 
own deſire ; and i in another part of the ſame 1 *1 am”, ſays he, * the beſt Friend 
of my Peo 5 1 - on Which the Audience ſhoute 
ſhip' Ag how dreadful the return they were ere long to. make — Cee a Short. Account 

of the Character and Reign of Louis XxVI.—J. _ ES, N e 


* 


We believe it, and return your Friend. 


Eh 


$4 ee * - 


Ie 
- * 


[ 16 ] 


ed, with ki eyes fixed on Heaven, extfaims, * 7 commend. my ſoul 
to God—T forgive my Enemies die innocent”. With theſe words the 


Scene of his miſeries is rolled up, his Soul takes its flight, and a life- 
llels trunk only is left to ſatiate the rage of his ſhil relentleſs Enemies.“ 
Auguſt but ill-fated Monarch! Accept this laft tender tribute from 

Hearts, who though unknown to Thee, have ſympathiſed in all thy 


Sufferings ! Peace to thy departed Soul! Releaſed from the bondage 


of human woe, Mayſt Thou now be ſolaced in thoſe realms of immortal 


bliſs, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at 
reſt May all thy frailties and imperfections be more than atoned for 


by the accumulated load of thy Misfortunes 10 the All-merciful 


Father have received Thee into his boſom! We/hed in the blood 
of the Lamb, Mayſt Thou now enjoy that eternal and exceeding werght 
of glory, which an Apoſtle of Salvation has aſſured us muſt infinitely 
ſurpaſs the moſt exquiſite /ufferings of the preſent time. Comforted 
with this hope, there, then, will we leave Thee—in poſſeſſion of ful- 


neſs of joy and of pleaſures for evermore—and return to thoſe Authors 


of the bloody deed, who with Conſciences black as Hell, are now, 
perhaps, lifting - up the Dagger againſt thy miſerable, diſconſolate, 
Relies—againſt—-( Hear it all ye Kindreds of the Earth and be 
amazed!) the Siſter, the Wife, the Children of a murdered King !— 
let us return, I ſay, to theſe Miſcreants, but not to deſcribe all the attro- 
ciouſneſs of their infernal Villainy ; for what language can be. adequate 
to this p but after conſigning them to that Righteous Fudge to whom 
vengeance and recompenſe belongeth, and who will reward every one 
according as hes works ſhall be, let us ſee if as a Nation we can profit 


of their examples; if from their actions we can derive any inferences 


or eſtabliſh any OTE which ſerve as TONE and Tow to 


4 ourſelves. 


Firſt 


eli is well known that marks mm were e the Body o on the Seal and in 
its mode of interment, | | 


LW 2 


Firſt then, We learn from hence how dangerous and fatal may prove. 
| ſudden Changes and Innovations in a State. The beginning of ſtrafe, - 
lays the Wiſe Man, ts as when one letteth out water. A Cloud no 
bigger than a Man's hand may contain in its boſom the ſource of a 
Deluge—And when once the barriers are broken down, who knows 
how far the inundations may ſpread ? When once the Reins are 
| looſened and committed into the hands of a capricious and inconſide- 
rate Multitude, who can be anſwerable for the extremes to which they 
may go, or the outrages they may commit? Had the Examples 
before us been told, on their firſt triumph in the enjoyment of liberty, 
that hereafter they would abuſe it in perpetrating the moſt attrocious 
deeds, that they would maſſacre Thouſands of their Fellow. Citizens, 
and imbrue their hands in the blood of their govereign No doubt 
they would have ſtartled with horror at the very idea, would have 
wreaked their vengeance, perhaps, on him who dared to ſuggeſt it— 
at leaſt, they would have replied in the language of Hazael, © thinkeſt | 
thou, we are Dogs, that we ſhould do ſuch things ? It is impoſſible ſor 
us to arrive at ſuch a pitch of brutal ferocity*. The event, however, | 
has ſhewn how little acquainted they were with their own hearts, how 
incapable they have been of reſtraining the fury of their paſſions. 


Not, however, that from hence, 1 would lay it down as an invari. 


able principle, that all alterations in a Government are uſeleſs, im- 


proper, and never to be attempted. Governments, like other human 

Inſtitutions, muſt be ſubje& to imperfections, to abuſes and errors; - 
and the ſooner theſe are removed, and judicious regulations adopted 
in their place, the greater reaſon, no doubt, have we to rejoice—it 
is by repeated Changes and Revolutions that our Conſtitution has 
arrived at its preſent eminent degree of envy and glory. Much leſs 
would I be thought to inſinuate, that the Government of France was 

not radically defective, or that the Rights of Man properly underſtood, 
did not demand in it a melioration or reform. But what I would 
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wiſh ſtrongly to impreſs on your minds is, that in regard to ourſelyes, 
in the preſent happy and proſperous State in which we are, the crude 
and viſionary Plans of Juvenile Upſtarts in Politics, however ſincere 
may be their pretenſions, are little worth attending to; but, that the 
moſt mature deliberation of the wiſeſt and moſt experienced Heads is 
requiſite to determine, whether any Reform would be productive 
of eflential improvements, of ſuch magnitude, as to warrant the 
expoling ourſelves to the precariouſneſs of novelty, and hazard of 
experiment—and if ſo, that the moſt exact circumfpettion ſhould be 
applied both as to the time in which this Reform is to be introduced, 

to the meaſures by Which it is to be purſued, and to the Perſons that 
are to ſuperintend i its eſtabliſhment. Above all, beware of thoſe Cha- 
rafters of Ambition and Intrigue, who connected, perhaps, with the 
Common Enemy, under pretence of a ſeaſonable and temperate Re- 
form, entertain the moſt perfidious and malicious views who wiſh to 
diſturb the tranquility of the ſtat e by propagating the moſt deluſive 
Theories, to excite a ſpirit of diſloyalty and ſedition And by ſubſti- 
tuting anarchy and confuſion for diſcipline and order, to promote one 
general ſtruggle for places of Power and Emolument. Of ſuch falſe 
Teachers, 1 ſay, My Brethren, beware. They may come to you in Sleep s 
clothing; they may dazzle you by the brightneſs of their genius or 
the ſubtlety of their arguments; but inwardly they are ravening 


Molves— their views are to a r themſelves, at the Can of 
your happineſs. 


* 


Secondly, We ſee here as Nati FO of extinguiſhing 
a ſenſe of religion 1 in the Human Breaſt. It Revelation had been 
| filent, Reaſon and Experience are ſufficient to convince us, that Im- 
piety muſt prove a Source of the greateſt evils. The Scripture, 
however, abounds with the moſt terrible denunciations of the Almigh- 
_ ty's Wande againſt thoſe who forſake him. The wiſeries and al — 


aſters 


ra 


aſters that befel the So are all to be * to this ſource. They have 


forſaken my law—they have walked in the imagination of their own 


heart. And ſhall not I vifit them for theſe things ? ſaith the Lord ; ſhall 
not my Soul be avenged on fuch a Nation as this? Whereas we are 


told, that it ig Righteouſneſs alone which exalteth a Nation, that Sin 


5 4 reproach to any People, and that the Mercy of God is extended 


only to thoſe who love him and keep his commandments. In fact, when 
once the foundations of revealed Religion are ſhaken, the political 
fabric muſt be in imminent danger—for all the ties of virtug and mo- 


rality are looſened-all confidence in the intereourſes of Society, all 


credit for national Stipulations or commercial Engagements is weak- 


ened—perfidy, ſuſpicion, and deceit take place of candour, integrity 


and honour. In the caſe before us, the French might have beheld 
a Nation, who after having renounced the Errors and Abſurdities of 


the Church of Rome, eſtabliſhed for themſelves a pure Syſtem of faith, 
which Reaſon and Revelation co-operated to ſtrengthen and ſupport. 


Inſtead, however, of imitating our example—inſtead of obſerving a 


due medium and fixing bounds to their revolutionary phrenzy=—they 


plunged at once from one extreme to the other, from Superſtition to 
_ Infidelity, from an idolatrous Adoration of the only true God to a 
lacrilegious Abolition of all his Orditiantes and Statutes. Hence, was 


it ſtrange that after caring no more for à Supreme Being or a ſtate of 
future Retribution, they ſhould in, as it were, with a-cart-rope, and 
commit all iniqility with greedineſ Was it ſtrange, that after bidding 


ity of Heaven, they ſhould throw off 


defiance to the power and author 


al allegiance to Thrones and Printipulities on earth ? Was it ſtrange, 


that after having impiouſly abandoned Re 08; conc nn, 
col, murder their King! pe 3 e 
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(a) 


has been compelled to nach the Sword. Contented among our- 


ſelves, the Guardians of Harmony and Peace diffuſed their influence 


over this happy Iſle. Enjoying in ſecurity the bleſſings around us, : 


ſatisfied with the fruits of our induſtry and commerce, we triumphed 
undoubtedly, in the pre-eminence of our own Government, but we 
rejoiced not in the convulſions of others, nor ſought to promote 
them by wanton aggreſſion. We remembered the unjuſt and illiberal 


conduct of our Enemy to us when contending with our Colonies, but 


not with a view to imitation. We diſdained to retaliate, or to take 
advantage of their inteſtine Commotions, to add to our on conſe- 
quence and ſtrength. We had a tear of compaſſion for their miſeries, 


and a ſenſe of abhorrence of their crimes, but we ſought neither to 
aggravate the one, nor to take exemplary vengeance of the other. And 


for this rigid neutrality, this generous forbearance on our part, what 
was the requital ? Studious efforts to diſturb our repoſe by civil diſ- 


cord, inſidious Manceuvres to excite tumults and inſurreftions, by 
holding up to the Imaginations of the vulgar the moſt captivating but 


moſt dangerous Theories, and by diſſeminating among them princi- 


ples ſubverſive of all harmony and ſubordination in Society. On the 
diſcovery of ſuch Attempts, ſurely it was time to take the alarm. If 


we had any ſenſe of our Duty, any regard for our Intereſts, any ſo- 
licitude for our ſafety, it was impoſſible but that the indignation of 
Britons muſt be rouſed—and when the voice of Loyalty and Patriot- 
iſm burſting from all quarters proclaimed to the Enemy the defeat of 


their Malice, what was their reſource then, but to plunge us into all 


the calamities of a foreign War? Yes, My Brethren, I will not 


pretend to diſſemble—the calamities of war are ſerious evils, in all 
caſes highly to be deplored. Humanity always ſhudders at a 


contemplation of them. Eloquence cannot ſeize on a more energetic 


topic to agitate the heart—And were to repreſent to you in pathetic 
colours, ſome of their conſequences - the lonely Orphan the weep- 


ing 


en 


E 


ing W deſj -ogding Parent—were I to tranſport you to the 
Theatre of action, and make you SpeRators of the hardſhips and fa- 
tigues, the extremes of Cold and Heat, the ſeverities of Hunger and 
Thirſt, which ſome experience—the agonies, the lin gering pains, and 
excruciating torments of others, wounded and dying—Were I to enter 
into a detail, I ſay, and expatiate on ſuch ſubjects, I might harrow 


up your feelings—and your compaſſion overpowering your reaſon, I 


might induce you, perhaps, to leave this place diſſatisfied with the 
meaſures, and deprecating the war in which we are engaged. But 
ſhould any Pulpit be this day dedicated to ſuch a purpole, it is dur 
duty to expoſe to you the artifice, and guard againſt its miſchief. The 
Queſtions, My Brethren, by you to be conſidered, are, Can War in 
any cale be juſtified on the plea of neceſſity ? An@if a negative was 
never yet given to this queſtion, does ſuch neceſſity exilt : at the preſent 
juncture? Does it? What is the war in which We are pb, P It 
has been ſaid By. ſome t to be a war againſt Opini 


3 


r 


1 RAGE "ow of all anthony” and order, the violation 5 — | 


Compacts and Treaties, the profanation of every thing ſacred ind 


auguſt? Is the perpetration ofthe moſt unnatural erimes, the deliberate 


maſlacre of thouſands of helpleſs Victims, the horrible murder of an 


.amiable and benevolent, Sovereign ? Are theſe; I fay, matters of 


opinion? Would to God, that to the eternal dif grace of this enlight- 
ened Ara, they were not Facts, lamentable, incontrovertible Facts. 


Af, then, ſuch facts be. the reſult of certain opinions, and if the Au- 


thors of theſe opinions, far from, retracting them and acknowledging 
their error, ſtill wiſh to propagate them, to ſee a repetition of the Tame 


_ diſaſtrous ſcenes, to ſpread deſolation and carnage in other Countries = 
as in their own—Shall we not labour to bring ſuch Perſons to a proper 5 
ſenſe of their Duty or exterminate them and their opinions 5 ſhall 2 


we not n to reſtore Reaſon to her r juſt rights, and place Religion 


=s 


_ 


—— 

once more on her Throne ? Still once, what is the war in which we 
are engaged? It is not to conſolidate an intereſt in a lately diſcovered 
Country—it is not to ſubſtantiate the advantages of a newly acquired 
Commerce—it is not to revenge a National inſult, to guaranty a 


Treaty, or bring under the yoke a few miſguided and rebellious Colo- 
nies—all theſe are caſes in-which our Fleets have traverſed the ocean, 


d Armies have been drawn into the field and on the expediency of 
WI ich, Men have been divided in opinion, without any imputation on 


their underſtanding or their integrity. But the cauſe in which we are 
now embarked, embraces a much more extenſive ſcale, involves a 


much more momentous concern. It is the cauſe of Human Nature at 
large, of the ngbleſt Principles in the breaſt of Man, of Juſtice, 
Rectitude and Innocence —it i is the cauſe of the moſt invaluable bleſſ- 


ings, the deareſt privileges we poſſeſs, our Liberty, Property, and 
Independance—it 1 is the cauſe of all that Peace, Comfort and Satisfacti- 
on we enjoy in the circles of domeſtic Society—it is the cauſe of 


our holy religion, .our Churches and Altars, our preſent faith; and 


future hope in one word, it is the cauſe of Gop and IEsus CHRIST 


Shall we not then glory in being Inſtruments of the Vengeance of the 


- Moſt High ? Need I urge any thing more to perſuade you to a unani- 
maus vigour and perſeverance? Shall we relax? Shall we murmur or 
be diſpirited on account of the neceſſary conſequences of every War, a 


e trifling additional impoſts, or a few temporary embarraſſments in 


the way of Commerce? Shall we not rather aſpire to views more noble, 
do principles more diſintereſted ? diſdaining objects of ſuch paltry con- 
255 ſideration, Mall we not kindle a patriotic flame in our boſoms, and call. 
1 on each other to fight for our Brethren, our Sons, and our Daugfters, 


aur Wives and our Houſes—And1 may add, our future generations ?— 
\ for the intereſts of Poſterity are deeply involved in this conteſt—on | 
our preſent condutt, wall ORE everlaſting Bleſſings or Curſes \ 


But whill as Men, we imitate Achemiah, and ſimul ate each other 
to. 
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to a ſpirit of reſolution and bravery et us not as Chriſtians, overlook/ 


his example in another reſpe&t—he remembers the Lord, great and ter- 


at except the Lord keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain * 


already gained by our Allies the miſerably diſtracted and deſponding 
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rible—he derives all his confidence and ſtrength from above - nay, we 
find that previous to his giving this exhortation, he had wept, and 

mourned, and faſted and prayed. Let us, then, like him, never forget 
chat it is the Lord great and terrible, the God of Heaven, alone that can 
tread down our Enemies that without him vain is the help of Mans 


Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, let us, in the next place, by alli | 


and praying, as he did, fulfil punRually the duties of this ſolemn Day. 


Let us examine our conſeiences, repent of our paſt ſins, implore 
forgiveneſs of them with contrition, form earneſſxeſolutions of 
amendment—And 1n .our articles of ſupplication to the Throne of 
Grace, let us not- forget even our Enemies. Let us entreat the Al-- 
mighty to give them a new heart, and a right ſpirit to reſtore them 
to the Houſhould of faith—And, as far as can be reconciled to Div 
Juſtice, to alleviate even the calamities which they have brought down-- 


on their own heads. When, My Brethren, we ſhall be thus diſpoled;- 


we may reſt aſſured that ſucceſs will crown our efforts. The Victones - 


ſtate of our Enemy are proofs that the God of Battles has hitherto ſup- 
ported our arms—And we may, therefore, hope,- that, it we are not 
wanting to ourſelves, in a ſpeedy reſtoration of tranquillity and Peace;... £ 


the Lord of Hoſts wild al be e 1 O0E of Jacob will be us” 
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